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Be it enacted by the ____________________________ ~~~_~~~~!:1~~ _______________ --------------------------- of the 
(Nlllrttl ofLe,uhuivtl BoJ,.) 

County = of ------------------------------------~~~&~~~------------------------------------------ as follows: 

~ 

ADOPTION OF A LOCAL LAW REQUIRm"G YOUNG PERSONS UNDER 
FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE WHO OPERATE OR RIDE FOOT POWERED 

SCOOTERS OR SKATEBOARDS TO WEAR PROTECTIVE SAFETY HELMETS 

Section 1. Legislative Intent 

The Legislature of Niagara County hereby fmds that young person riding or operating 
foot powered scooters or skateboards on public and private roads, on sidewalks, and in other 
places are at risk of sustaining serious injury due to falls occurring while the operator is riding at 
high speed and that incidents of serious injuries are reduced by the wearing of safety helmets and 
other safety equipment. This law recognizes the danger of head injury associated with scooter 
and skateboard related accidents and hereby establishes protection for children under the age of 
fourteen years. 

Section 2. Helmet Requirements 

No person under age fourteen years shall operate a foot powered scooter or skateboard or 
ride as a passenger on a foot powered scooter unless such operator or passenger is wearing a 
helmet meeting the standards of the American National Standards Institute (Anzi Z 90.4 bicycle 
helmet standards) or of the Snell Memorial Foundation 1984 Standard for Protective Safety 
Commission, as last revised by said organizations. For the purposes of this law, "wearing a 
helmet," means having a helmet of good fit, fastened securely upon the head with the helmet 
straps. 
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Section 3. Enforcement 

The Niagara County Sheriffs Department, N ew York State Police and all local police 
authorities with jurisdiction within Niagara County shall take any and all actions to enforce this 
law in any court of competent jurisdiction. A police officer shall issue an appearance ticket or 
sununons and local criminal court accusatory instrument, as those terms are defined in the 
Criminal Procedure Law, for a violation of Section 3 of this Law by a person less than fourteen 
years of age to the parent or guardian of such person, if the violation by such person occurs in the 
presence of such person's parent or guardian and where such parent or guardian is eighteen years 
of age or more. Such appearance ticket or summons and local criminal court accusatory 
instrument shall only be issued to such parent or guardian, and shall not be issued to the person 
less that fourteen years of age. 

Section 4. Penalty 

a. Any person who receives an appearance ticket or summons and local criminal 
court accusatory instrument under Section 3 of this Act shall pay a fine not to 
exceed $50.00; 

b. Waiver of Fine 

The court may waive any fine for which a person who violates the provisions of 
Section 2 of this law if such person supplies the court with proof that between the 
date of violation and the appearance date for such violation such person purchased 
or rented a helmet. Such waiver of said fine shall not apply to a second 
subsequent conviction under Section 3 of this law. The court may waive any fine 
for which a person who violates the provisions of Section 2 of this law if the court 
finds that due to reasons of economic hardship such person was unable to 
purchase a helmet or due to such economic hardship such person was unable to 
obtain a helmet from any statewide helmet 4istribution program, as established in 
Section 206 of the Public Health Law, or a local distribution program. 

Section 5. No Effect Upon Personal Injury or Wrongful Death Lawsuit 

The failure of any person to comply with the provisions of this law shall not constitute 
contributory negligence, or assumption of risk, and shall not in any way bar, preclude or 
foreclose an action for personal injury or wrongful death by or on behalf of such person, nor in 
any way diminish or reduce the damages recoverable in any such action. 

Section 6. Severability 

If any part or provision of this local law or the application thereof to any person, entity, 
or circumstances be adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall 
be confined in its operation to the part of or provision of or the application directly involved in 
the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered and shall not effect or impair 
the validity of the remainder of this local law or the application thereof to other persons, entities 
or circumstances. . 
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Section 7. Effective Date 

This local law shall become effective October 1,2001. 
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(Complete the certification In the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed heretoy designated.as local law No. ------------------?---------------- of 20-2~_ 
of the (County)~ of _______________________ ~_:J.:_§!K~~?. ___________ ;. ___________ ------- was duly passed by the 
J~i{lg~:f§ __ Q?~tlJY..----~~$--§t'=.l~~ ____ on _A1!g':l§!:._~t_ 20 _Q~, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 
(Name of Legislatiye Body) 

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval 
by the Elective Chief Executive Officer·.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ----------------------------------- of 20-----­
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of ------------------------------------------------.;---------------- was duly passed by the 
---------------------------------------------__ on ---.-------------- 20 --- , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislative Body) . 

disapproval) by the -------------------------------------------------- and was deemed duly adopted on ------------------ 20----, 
(Ekctive Chief Executiye Officer·) 

in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. -----------------------------.----- of 20-----­
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of ----------------------------------------------------------------- was duly passed by the 
--------------------------------------------------- on ------------------ 20---- , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Name of Legislatiye Body) 

disapproval) by the --------------..:---------------------------------- on------------------- 20----. Such local law was submitted 
(Elective Chief Executiye Office,·) 

to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative vote of a majority of 
the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on'------------------ 20.--- ,in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was flIed requesting 
referendum .) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ----------------------------------- . of 20-----­
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of ----------------------------------------------------------------- was duJy passed by the· 
--------------------------------------------------- on ------------------ 20---- , and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after 
(Naml! of Legislative Body) 

disapproval) by the ---------------------------------------.----------- on ------------------ 20 -~- • Such local law was subject to 
(Elective Chief Executiye Officer·) 

permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of ------------------ 20.--- ,in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

• Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county .. 
wide basis or, If there be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or 
.the supervisor of a town where such officer Is vested with the power to approve· or veto local laws or ordinances. 
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, S. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. -~--------------------------------- of 20-----­
of the City of --------------------------------------------- having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of 
section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election held on------------------- 20----, 
became operative. 

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ----------------------------------- of 20------
of the County of ____________________________________________________ State of New York, having been submitted to the electors 

at the General Election of November ---------------------- 20----, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the 
Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cit­
ies of s'aid county as a unit and a majority of the qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit 
voting at said general election, became operative. 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please p ovide an appropriate certification.) 

I further certify that I have compared the precedin 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole 
dicated in paragraph----J------, above. 

(Seal) Dale: ~12$jZ.ool 

file in this office and that the same 
was finally adopted in the manner in-

iUage Oerk 

(CertificatIon to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, Village Attorney or 
other authorized attorney of locality.) 

STATE OF NEW YQEK. 
COUNTY OF N lAGARA 

d that all proper proceedings 

Nia 
Title 

County 
~of Niagara 
~ 

~ 

Date: August 23, 2001 
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